
How to Build the Best Den Ever! 
 

Ever adventured through a forest and wondered how you  
would build a shelter in case you got lost?  

 
These simple steps will help you build a robust shelter  

that will (hopefully) keep you warm and dry! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 1: find the perfect support 
 
Primarily, find a tall tree - on a flat piece of land - for your central pole (do 
this carefully to avoid injury).  
 
Ideally the tree will have a strong horizontal branch for you to tie your wall 
logs to and will be about 1.5 metres tall. 
 
 

Step 2: source your walls 
 
Next, cautiously source ten slim logs that are precisely 2 
metres long to make your walls. 
Logs that are 10-15 cm thick are great. 
 

Step 3: check the horizontal support 
 
After finding your logs, meticulously analyse the strength of the horizontal branch to 
make sure it will hold up your walls. 
 

Step 4: get building 
 
Soon after, gently prop your wall logs against your horizontal support branch.  
Remember to evenly space your logs so that you have room to move inside your den.  
 

Step 5: Waterproof 
 
Later, delicately position your wall logs with the trunks positioned upwards and the 
branches downwards (this ensures optimum water run-off and will keep you dry and 
comfortable inside). 
 

Step 6: fill in the gaps 
 
As you begin to finish, thoroughly fill the gaps between your 
logs with smaller logs and leafy branches for extra cosiness. 
 

Step 7: safety check! 
 
Penultimately, evaluate the sturdiness and general safety of your creation by walking 
around it and gently pressing on the walls. 
 

Step 8: enjoy your efforts! 
 
Finally, your den is now complete; head inside and get some well-deserved shelter! 

Reasons to build a forest den: 
- Shelter from bad weather 
- Develops team building skills 
- Helps you engage with nature 

 

What You Need: 
- Tree (1.5 meters tall) 
- Logs 
- Branches 
- Leaves 

 

Your Task: 
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