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Science – Forces and Magnets


This term our topic is forces and magnets.  We will learn about different types of forces, how magnets work and uses for magnetic materials. We will carry out a practical enquiry to try and explain scientifically why things move differently on different surfaces and predict how a magnet might behave when in contact with another.








Art and DT


During our art lessons this term we will immerse ourselves in the art and culture of India.  We are going to explore a range of traditional Indian art mediums. We are going to research and recreate Indian paintings, create intricate Indian patterns and use these to make beautiful Mehdi design, use block printing to make patterned fabric and finally, create rangoli designs before filling them in with coloured salts.








PE


Will be being taught by our Sports Coaches from Acorn Education Trust.





Geography – Why is Climate Important?


During the term we are going to learn about the worlds climate zones using a globe and maps.  We will find and look at geographical data (pictorial and graphs) such as rainfall and temperature.  We then move on to investigate different biomes on our planet, describing the weather, climate and vegetation.  We will identify the hottest, coldest, wettest and driest locations on Earth.


.








English


Reading


This term we will be reading a non fiction book called Biome Explorer by Claire Hibbert as part of daily guided reading. We will be using  comprehension skills to practise retrieval, and vocabulary building. We will also be reading a class book for pleasure called Running Wild by Michael Morpurgo. Children will also read/look at books independently each afternoon and have opportunities to share their reading. 





Writing


To start the term off, the children are going to write a diary entry for girl called Zahra.  This is based on a short animation.


In the second half of the term, we will return to non fiction writing.  The class are going to write a non-chronological report about different biomes.  This will have strong links with our geography topic. 





Handwriting is practised on a daily basis to ensure correct letter formation and joins.





Vocabulary, Grammar and punctuation


As part of reading and writing across all subjects, we will be exploring, discovering and learning new vocabulary. We will be practising skills to understand unfamiliar words using context and our own experiences. Our grammar focus this term will be; how to create more interesting sentences using subordinating and co-ordinating conjunctions, using the present tense correctly and consistently, correct and consistent punctuation of sentences, use of adverbs and adverbial phrases to express time, place and manner. Where appropriate this will be taught discretely, however where possible it will be taught as part of the writing unit to allow us to practise and embed our learning. 





Weekly spellings are tested on a Friday
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Maths


Over the course of this term, we will be focussing our fluency, reasoning and problem solving skills in the following areas:


Year 2 


This term will be focussed on money, multiplication and division.  When covering money, the children will learn to recognise and use symbols for pounds and pence, combine amounts to make a particular value, find different combinations of coins that equal the same amount and solve simple problems involving adding and subtracting money of the same unit, including giving change.  The children will also recall and use multiplication and division facts for 2, 5 and 10 times table, including recognising odd and even numbers.


Year 3


This term will be focussed on money, multiplication and division.  


To start with the children will recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3,4, and 8 times table.  They will then move on to write and calculate mathematical statements including two-digit numbers times one-digit numbers using mental and formal methods.


The latter half of the term will be spent learning about money;  adding and subtracting amounts of money to give change using both pounds and pence in practical contexts.








Times Table and mental maths (99) are practised on a daily basis








R.E. and PSHE


RE this term will be focussed on special places. First we shall talk about what makes a place special and then the focus is on what makes places of worship special.  We will spend time learning about the special places inside a church and mosque.  Depending on restrictions, I hope to we can visit St Giles Church.


In PHSE we will be thinking about ‘Dreams and Goals. We will be following the ‘Jigsaw’ programme of study discussing our dreams and goals, looking at ways to conquer learning challenges, recognising obstacles and finding steps to overcome them. 








